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fe 031 spill o Pucet Sound cecurvad Aurine the carly vaening bouvs of hpril 26, 1971,

gt the 7 :aw ail reiinevy ofop, Anccortcs, wnile Uni tod Trorenoptation tomany (Paunt
Sound Tu Parre ), Rared 4517 was raceiving 20,000 barrele of 37 diesel afy for unis WVary
to Liuvrlin t:m foritesn in Seattle.

According £o Jv. Jabart Res, Copzeal fenceme of Pueot Sound Tue and Bargz (PST8), one-
317 ire 45,000 bepee capecity bares 34 haing lnaddlog 'sl. Terace. the ravipning gnaeai ¢
148 %0 b"- Tilled with Shell 1ie aeets.  Sirulianeous 1908 -m ow a1y tan“s cansinazi Ly
AT Ilt.' wil lb(-.. !l ‘.Ht: v\um.m Us n|.-. :.l ":5. o"'- (.uut’b ULu'J- --l § " c.u. b' lGMUJ
veding ationdunt shut off e pups statine thet approxirately 27,000 horroels had ben
t=-.-1i"- od,  The PSTD tenborren qurcticead the quu\*i‘“' received sinca e tonks were
el iopped of f. fAn dnvestiuaision foticusd vhic rivestad 1uri the sea cock was left
orun tmrmn tii2 an’irn loading uperalici. Tie cea cick onars %210y the vl Yise ang
12 vsed iy tankerson to fiush out the parce larks uith sca water wirich is freave.siy
dine ziter off-loadiug white tha bairgs i andar vay. rccording o the Cesst Guard, the
sza cock valve handle on U7 was op:n iwclve revolutions and :achad ia tiel posi l:ian.
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The Couaci Cuard wis notifiog of the spill by PSTLS anmst frendiately. The ioromLios
vas Tornnded o uub ricCornfek, “DE Jorlkwes. ienional | anager em'lv that warnine,

At approximataly 0500 the wp-..,in of Vi Port (f‘OnD) :clnosna to the prns 2 statenent
that 5,307 gallons oF 22 dinset 011 nis reco spilled at Antcnvties, Sob ilcCorniick cailea
w2 ehavi J“*') and roiayed o sntormation that the Codst Suend had givon nim, I m*,iﬁc-a‘
iMrector Jiugs! of fice and concantza von Provnst for Lon and equiprant. Provast e
{iCermick: m'rcn"-r‘ for gob ishon and Joan tindecson £ randuct the inicial invesiicauion.
Bizhay lelt Olyipia with th~ YA-Foot Bostar Bhalor fa tuv 2nd piciced ue ladoson al
Reasordd. They aivived in Avzcartes shorily after noun.

I ca¥led dob Qa2 cf PST&B cheut 0229, 1. Poe c¢-'ll‘ ae Joft Scattle around 020 ) for
t‘mc-w"ﬂs e s o2 the Texwo rofinety dock about 0700 where Lo coula soo vere Tiktle
cii, hut u-‘. diceet oil odor vos strom. Ha roturncd to Scattie wacre he vas i ""'we L3
with calls Tvow tha prass; therefore h. ¢isootched to the scana oo tuge, o shelica dralt
tus. t!n':'e apon bucts, seveval bundend Fant of togrn, tne Toe e sivdaer, corhaats ad

2 o 30 awnm, "e ' e ond cgeinneni wore Goetuile. e Wi Bot st oS yec Lod
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kyivcosctes OF1 Spill of April 26

DUt iay €@ c1eaPhodity ToatU waobaec’s s siocea o fee 16 StusceiGhal reports con-
cernina Lhe spill and continusd to repore the quantity at 5,000 ezlions. #HeCormick
called &l approcinately 240J «onday evenind aad savd that he thourht the spill was
wore scriots Tean first indicavioas. A-rinl shols claua on telovision thai evening
fndicoiod 0 ve that the qu. ntity was wrch ey then 5,000 gallows. 1 told icCormick
that | woulc ¢rive lo Anacretes ocarly Lie »axt sarnine.  Jderey Celien called later in
the eveninrg and ssiod m2 to a- o \nacniies ond ceardinate onerasions reqgardina the oil
spill. J meniiconed that I had alvoady fatked o poh !icCarmick and was comailied Lo
driving to the scere Lo a2t s reina, 721+ Fr18 £~ si%eotion worrantsd a fliaht
tn Anscrrives; theratcre we acroed that ] would teke off as carly as possil.ie, fly over
the opill frca and plot the oif slick., Afucy the flicht i vould meet with the Pucet
Sound Tug cnd Birge ond Tersco ievresentatives.

I was unchle to contact Yercre Afr Servine 41 cv~aing: houvover. 1 did gat thoem
shortly § Ftoo 0600 Tesscay, April 27, and schedvlad a pick up =t Copitol Lake for
0343, Tie onn-hour delay provided tiae to ¢ispatch sore non and equipment to the scene.

Bisiop and Hudgson stayed at Reduond ilondev night and returned to Aiacortes early
Tuasdey. Ron Beviti and Gary - thwetl were s2at to the scene with the 29 -feat Fiber-
Toim el HeCaraick deployed Jdohn Arnquist ane Siew lesscan fron tha Recwona oifice.

ie aeltd 10 w2ei 2t the SiYYine 3uet larbor :t 1200 ubich veuld provice ampte tim
tor me to supvay ihe arex frea ine afr. The Might vouid provide tre iaformation ueon

vhich e wWaal.” haea any ard jing

2111 Peicrs of Kewore Afr Service picked m2 un at Capitol Lake sheriiy afier 0300 on
&7 hurit. O Fisst oil slick sitings vera near Smith lsoland. Heavy corcontrations
were muted in the channel ovar HeArthur 3ank west of Swith Islend and south of !opez
Island. 011 slicks were noied vest of Allen island and along the north shere of
Burruves Island. £ large slick vz2s noted in Rosario Strcit et the confluence of
Bellingham and Cuemes Channals, Shorelins coniiminalion was noted alone the south

and vest side of Cypress Island sng cloug th~ south, nerth and east side of Guarzs
Istzud.  lleavy concantrotions ware noted in fhe bavs of iacotur Island and the southern
end of Lonez Isiad, 19 0i) was obsorvad in iadilla Bay where larqe Flocks of blsck
brandt tzie seen. 1he hiavient oil conccansrazions vore aoted off Saith Island, in
Rosario Strcit and along the soth shore oF Secrces Tsland, Clean-up crevs were observad
en Guaes Island end bird ceilaviers wore active on the Lexches.

lie Tanded al Styline Coat Havlar sround 1300. I callied Clar Matt end reporicd wy
observetirus., 1 also called iicfoveick o mferrad o that a correction had beaa
relcased in the quaniity of cil spilled chaajing tue viture frou 5,001 gallons to
5,007 hevrals.

The WUE field crew met at Siwiine Paat Yev' ~p = nran,  Va ddvid~2 into Tour oo
Lach group was dssvod a walod Loilie Lol srresliner nita Lhe foooneant that we
repord in on ted hour. Messhn ond Arnauisi, traveiing by cer. ronitored the e
cleap-vn o G 05 Islern ' L. 7, R PR § P ToRN T SR S BRI Y o1 SRR Tl '3
Rothu::11, i tie Miherform, iucoacled L9 vosl Snere of Gueemns fsiand and Fidsle  Tefops
. L N . .

. . . . [ S - (XX
Ston Phel-r poctoread a siositar cunciion on the south and east shore of Susmms 1sTand
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wti ) tu Jim Rehlke
wacortes Gt S»ill of April 26

wuived out about two milcs of beach where wost of Lhe birds on the island scemed to be
corrtenirated. I ubserved iearage flocks of <eanulls end olack brandt and numerous birds
01 othcr species including diving ducls and siore hbirds. A1l birds on the island seemed
to to healwhy. On the return trip to Skyline boat Harhur we skirted lopez, Cypress and
Gucias Islends aqain and noted the principle oil slick coucentrations remainad south

of Lopo? %slcnd, in Rosario Strait, in Sucmes Channel and along ihe south shore of
Guair:s Islani.

At 1400 1 et with ihe Coasi Guard Gn-Scene-Comander and industry officicls at the
Texace refinerv. Captein McCormack. USCG, and representalives of Puget Sournd Tue and
ber-ge, Pec liar Services, EPA. Texaco ans Foss Louich and Tug Company weve present. 1
rerocicd my cbhservations of the oil slick locstions whick agreed with those of the
Crast Guard. ir. Roe veported that Puget Sound Tug and szrge had five tug boats, threce
opicq boats, a mop cat skimwer, six nundred fcet of plastic boom, 530 bacs of sorbant
uaf=risl, six vehicles, hand tnols and thirty mon on the scene, tug crevs not inclused.
iha combincd saupouar resources cf 1exato, Fac ilar, Foss and Puget Sound Tug and Large
wcre available if needed. Kne said the clean-up crews would continue to work tae south
heauh of Gueres Island and that additional crews would be assigned, if necessary, to
tiee south bzach of lopez Island early ldnesday morning. Noe ordered tro fire-wonitor-
eqeipped tuis o work tue aica south of lopez [sland Tuesday night. An efiort would be
madz ts breek up tho largs oil slick in that seclor using high pressure streams of water.

“v, Dvird. Pecispal Dapnty Divector vndae lr. Ansn infarmnd ma that Me Von Cicawn

3 Spill Chief for EPA was duc in Jroi Yashingion, D.C. and that #r. 34m 3i1lwoun,
Ef5, vas on his way vp from Portland, Orogon. The EPA fielded eight people ducing the
Aracortes incident inciuding one public relations man, iwo biologists, two lauyers,

Biry?, Ven Cleave and Jdin Hillmann,

J returned to the Skyline Boat Harbor where the WDE field group met 1o evaluate the
days information and formwlate activities for ¥odnasday. LCveryone agreed that the
principle arca requiring clean up was the south beach of Guemes Island. A small cove
on the southcast tip of the islend also was neavily contamirated. Ve decided that 1
w.ild make o early worning surveiliance flignt on tha irip up which vould provide
cvrrent infortation on oil1 slick Tocations. Three WDE personnel remained in Anacortes
that night while the other four returned to their raspective homes. I made arrangem=nts
uix.iuiil Poters of Kenaore Air Service for a 6700 pick-up at Capitoi Lake the following
rorning.

Peiers arrived shortly after 0700 on lediesday, 28 April. Uhen we arrived at Smith
Jsland no oil siicks were visible. We covered a broad section of water from Vhidhev
lslend to San Jduan Island: however, no o1l slicks were observed. e inspected th«.
bays on the south end of Lopez Island, and skirted the shoreline around Cyress and
Euaies Islands. Padilla Day and the beaches of Fidalgo Island ond becatur Island also
vore examined closely. Hith the exception of slight traces of oil at a relativeiy

feu. locations, the only oil observed in significant quantities was confined to thc
south beach of Guemes Islard. .1he 0oil slick had degraded leaving only the south shore
oi Guemes Island requiring clean-uvp.
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Anacortes 011 Spill of April 26

I landed at Skyline Boat Harbor and telephoned Clar Pratt at Olympia and Bob McCormick

at Redinond. 1 told uicCormick we would not need Hodason, iessman or Arnquist on the

scene and sent Gary Rothwell back to Olympia with the Boston Whaler. This laft Ron Devitt,
Bob Bishop and I at Anacortes. At Director Biggs' request I made a one-hour helicopter
flight with Reed Brown, WDG, around Fadilla Bay, Guemes Island and Cypress Island
observing waterfowl damage. During the flight, Brown and I counted about 200 birds

that appeared to be distressed. rost were grebes, coots, scoter, merganzers and scaup.

I had the chopper land at the Skyline Boat Harbor where Bishop and Devitt were waiting.
We took the ferry to Guzmes Island and walked out about one mile of the south beach.
This area was the hardest hit by the 0il. The base lines of big boulders were strewn
zith dead and dying animals such as snails, chitons, limpets and crabs. Clams were
Taying on the beach with valves agape. Live clams also were noted and under rocks some
shore crabs seemed essentially unaffected. Two or three blennies were observad that
were alive and both live and dead starfish were seen. He took pictures of the beach
and collected samples of clams for analysis.

He checked the progress of the beach clean-up along the south beach and in the small
cove on the southeast tip of the island. Host of the heavy oil had been picked up with
Fiberpearl; however thin slicks persisted as oil leached out from the beach gravel on
incoming tide. Crews vare lining the beach with gunny sacks filled with Fiberpearl
to absorb it. For two or three hours Wednesday afterncon, fifty U. S. Kavy volunteers
fram thidhay Island asgicted in this operation. Beoch clean-up was alsu in progress

. the west end of the south beach.

We drove to Horth Beach on Guemes Island to visit the animal care station which was

set up in the Mitchell home. About 20 volunteers had processed some 300 birds.. One
hundred fifty wera either collected dead or had died at the station,-130 had been
cleaned and flown to the clinic in Seattle and 20 more vere awaiting shipment..- Of

the 130 shipped to Seattle, 105 had died. Total birds processed by the voluntiers
throughout the emergency amounted to 360. ifortalities of birds cleaned by the volunteers
amounted to about 80 - 85 percent through Thursday, 29 April.

I returned to the Skyline Boat Harbor where I called the Texaco office to learn that
the COTP with staff had left for Seattle. Apparently, it was their intention to close
the case.

I flew back to Olympia that evening and had Bishop and Devitt return with the Fiberform.
Ron Lee was to be in the area on Thursday; therefore, I planned on spending Thursday
catching up on reports regarding the spill.

About 1000, 29 April, Captain McCormack called complaining that Jim Willmann had just
called him demanding the 0SC return to Anacortes. ilcCormack said that Willmann had
refused to agree to close the case and he indicated that Willmann had been making some
unreasonable demands on PSTAD regarding clean-up. I left for Anacortes at noon prepared
for an overnight stay. I met Willmann, Lt. Stone, and Mr. Roe at the Texaco office
and the four of us trave1led to Guemes Island toqether CIean-un was still in prnoress
Yo bha poses an T U Ui ol ot Wlicde T utar of diasul vald vas seilt quige
olceable, however, the slick was a very th1n film that Teached out of the bheach qravel
Uz agreed fu walkd one woreg obsirvalion nop of tie iusediate area on Friday wmorning, If
?o slicks roquiring clean-up were noted on that flioht we vould close the case at nion
riday, npril S,
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Anacortes 011 Spill of April 26

A Loast Guard nelicopter picked up Jim Willmann, Van Cleave, Lt. Stone and I at the
fnacortes airport. HWe covered the cntire areca from Smith Island north to Sinclair

I1stanii ana fcom Pauilla vay uest to ilaro Strait. unly faint traces of oil were scen.

These were thin slicks which vere located primarily off the south shore of Guemes Island.

We landed at Texaco where a meeting was held with representatives of WDE, EPA, PSTGB and
Texaco. It was aqreed that the clean-up phase of the o0il spill incident would be terminated
as of 1200, 30 April 1971. ¥r. Roe noted that they would continue their efforts in

breaking up the tilm along the south beach of Guemes Island through Friday, April 30.

I pointed out that only the clean-up phase of the incident was closed; the damage and
penalty assessment phases remained open.

On Friday afternoon we conducted spot observations at D'Arvy Island and Discovery Island
west of San Juan Island in Canada. We also examined about two miles of beach at two
locations on San Juan Island and two locations on the south shore of Lopez Island. o
mortalities or other darage was observed that could be attributed to the diesel oil
spill that occurred at Anacortes.

In a final analysis of our response to the Anacortes oil spill, our initial reaction
was somewhat suppressed due to the Coast Guard's report of 5,000 gailons insteac of
5,000 barrels. Ye also were remiss in verifying the quantity lost; however, in the
past we have not approachad industry wiith suspicion. We had seven man on the scene
throughout the critical period and one or more men were present unt11 the case was
cinsed an Friday, dnril 23, According to our contingoncy plan, This Was a winoy
=411 not requiring a massive clean-up offort and therefbre not requiring mobiiization
our 011 Spiil Action Plan.
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